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Free Camping:

North Side of Waldens Ridge:

2 different spots see below:

Camping can be had at the Bowater Newby Branch primitive
campground on top of Spring City mountain near Duskin
Creek. The campground is the same location for the
Creek put -in area, and is close to the Stinging Fork
trail. It's easy to find, instead of going straight heading to
the Duskin Creek put -in. When you turned left off of Shut
gap road ,past the Stinging Fork trail head, Outside
City, about a 1/4 mile you will come to a "Y" in the road,
take a right and it will take you to the campground.
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The campground has some concrete picnic tables, and a
porta -potty that is cleaned on a regular basis. Between the
months of Mar - Nov. which is same window of paddling for

the local creeks. | have withessed no heavy use at the
campground during these months. The campground is also
the trail head for the Newby/Duskin hiking trail. The
campsite would make an excellent base camp for paddling
and hiking the surrounding area which is loaded with
creeks. If the creeks are too low, go hiking the area trails
are superb and calling your name.

Here is the sign to look for off of Shut -in - Gap Road, you need to be on the look - out the red-
necks got it and it is missing for the moment.
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The state is going through some growing pains and is getting on its
feet to manage this new state resource. The Cumberland Trail will be
a long hike once completed.

Here is what we can do to help!

From an email from the state park ranger who is friendly and more
than helpful and knowledgeable....also thanks to his help we can
camp here.

"The sign basically indicates that you can register to camp here

online at , OF you can register
by phone at 423 -566 -2229. During regular business hours, our clerk
will register you and distribute your info to the ranger staff. After

business hours, you will need to leave a voice mail with all your perti-
nent information, including number of people, vehicle plates and de-
scriptions, dates camping, name and contact info, emergency contact,
etc. All of this is outlined on the outgoing message on the voice mail
system. Also, there is a 14 day stay limit, but | doubt kayakers would

be setting up for that long anyway. Of course, all other state park

rules are in effect, which include no alcohol, drugs, or firearms; pets

must always be on a leash, no hunting, and of course the big all en-
compassing "all features protected."

So with that said, please register, it helps us out by letting them
know that is a resource we need and use...pretty simple huh :) One
other note please take trash bags and haul in what you bring, and
even take an extra one to haul out something someone might have

left by accident.







Yes, camping is free at both places. = The same is true on the Cumberland Trail backpack trails or al-
so on either the Pot Point or Mullins Cove loop trails.

If you plan or need to come in and out after dark, you will be required to camp at the Checking Sta-
tion. We have an automatic gate that closes at sunset and opens again at sunrise; thus you couldn't get
back to the Davis Pond camp site. Also, if you plan on camping during the deer or turkey hunts, you
will be allowed to camp only at the Checking Station and no other place on the area.

If you camp at Davis Pond, you may not leave the camp site at night. Camper there are expected to stay
in the camp ground and not roam around on the area at night as the entire area is closed for night use
except during Raccoon and Opossum season by licensed hunters actually engaged in hunting.

Judging by your email address, you may be into kayaking. In that case, you may be interested to know
that primitive camping is permitted along the river except during the deer and turkey hunts. No permit
is required there. Lastly, there is a special camp ground that is set up especially for kayakers along a

"blue way" there on the TN River. | believe that a free permit is required to camp there. Check with the
Division of Forestry guys at the Fire Tower regarding that permit as I'm not even sure who enforces or

looks after it. About the only thing this camp site has going for it over any other place along the river is
that it does have an latrine.
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***Warning label***

Whitewater paddling is VERY Dangerous, and you should get instruction before ever attempting
even to paddle flatwater. One of contributors to this web site has personally helped bury 3 kayaking
friends, this isn't a joke. Whitewater paddling can ruin your life through accidents and can effect

your family and friends throughout a lifetime.

The information on this page is incomplete, inaccurate, and very unreliable. Use with cau-
tion. Whitewater paddling is a dangerous sport and the information here is not a substitute for ac-
tual knowledge and skill. The authors are not liable for your actions. Go ahead and kill yourself if
you want to, but don't blame others for you actions and decisions that you will make on and off the
river.

***Warning label***
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Watershed Maps:

The watershed maps and the time it took to develop
donated by Stephen Zerefos.

Walden's  Ridge Watershed Map

Sequatchie Valley Watershed Map
Lookout Mountain Watershed Map

Big South Fork, Cumberland , Obed and Obey Rivers

Hiwassee, Ocoee and Tellico Creeks

Western Plateau Watershed Map

it were

The maps in this section are of low quality and are to be used as a reference only for
better graphics go this link and download higher resolution maps. These maps are only
to be used for a quick reference in conjunction with your Gazetteer Books.

http://www.waldensridgewhitewater.com/Map.htm



http://www.waldensridgewhitewater.com/Map.htm

WHITEWATER RUNS OF THE
SEQUATCHIE VALLEY, TENNESSEE

CREEK INDEX: <2
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USING THES MAP:

THIS MAP CAN MELP FIGURE OUT WHAT WHITEWATER
CREEKS ARE RUNNING. 8Y OSTAINING RAINFALL
AMOUNTS FROM DAILY PRECIPTTATION MAPS
(AVAILASLE FROM SEVERAL ONLINE WEATHER SERVICES)
IT CAN BE DETERMINED WHICH WATERSHEDS HAD THE
HEAVIEST CONCENTRATION OF RAINFALL. SINCE
RAINFALL AMOUNTS ARE NOT AS DEFINTTIVE AN
INDICATOR OF WATER LEVELS AS USGS STREAMFLOW
GAUGES, IT MAY TAKE A FEW TRIES TO DETERMINE
HOW MUCH RAIN USUALLY MAKES A CREEK RUN.
RECORDING THE RAINFALL AMOUNT IN A WATERSHED
AND THE CORRESPONDING FIRST-HAND OBSERVATIONS
CAN LEAD TO A MORE RELIABLE IDEA OF WHETHER A
RAIN EVENT WILL LEAD TO A MIGH ENOUGH WATER
LEVEL TO PADOLE.

STREAM FLOW A THE
PRECIPITATION AMOUNTS [N NOT ONLY THE MAIN
WATERCOURSE'S WATERSHED, BUT

THE
SUBWATERSHEDS THAT SHARE A COMMON DRAINAGE
OUTLET.

DISCLAIMER
THIS MAP IS NOT INTENOED TO BE USED AS A

LETHAL BY FLDOOD LEVEL WATER, FALLEN TREES OR
MANY OTHER VARIASLES.
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USING THIS MAP:
THIS MAP CAN HELP FIGURE OUT WHAT WHITEWATER CREEKS ARE
RUNNING. BY OBTAINING RAINFALL AMOUNTS FROM DAILY
PRECIPITATION MAPS (AVAILABLE FROM SEVERAL ONLINE
WEATHER SERVICES) IT CAN BE DETERMINED WHICH
WATERSHEDS HAD THE HEAVIEST CONCENTRATION OF RAINFALL.
SINCE RAINFALL AMOUNTS ARE NOT AS DEFINITIVE AN INDICATOR
OF WATER LEVELS AS USGS STREAMFLOW GAUGES, IT MAY TAKE A
FEW TRIES TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH RAIN USUALLY MAKES A
CREEK RUN. RECORDING THE RAINFALL AMOUNT IN A
WATERSHED AND THE CORRESPONDING FIRST-HAND
‘OBSERVATIONS CAN LEAD TO A MORE RELIABLE IDEA OF
WHETHER A RAIN EVENT WILL LEAD TO A HIGH ENOUGH WATER
LEVEL TO PADDLE.

WATERSHED COLOR CODING:

THE COLOR GROUPS FOR THE WATERSHEDS ON THE MAP
INDICATE THE SUBWATERSHEDS WITHIN A WHITEWATER CREEKS
WATERSHED. FOR EXAMPLE HENDERSON CREEK, MORGAN CREEK,
PAINE CREEK AND RICHLAND CREEK ARE CONTIGUOUS AREAS ALL
IN SHADES OF ORANGE. THAT MEANS THAT THEY ALL DRAIN TO A
‘COMMON MOUTH AND THAT RAINFALL IN ONE OF THE
SUBWATERSHEDS, SUCH AS LITTLE MORGAN CREEK, CAN AFFECT
THE WATER LEVEL IN THE MAIN WATERCOURSE IN THE GROUP,
RICHLAND CREEK. TO USE THE MAP TO ESTIMATE STREAM FLOW
AFTER A RAINFALL, OBSERVE THE PRECIPITATION AMOUNTS IN
NOT ONLY THE MAIN WATERCOURSE'S WATERSHED, BUT THE
SUBWATERSHEDS THAT SHARE A COMMON DRAINAGE QUTLET.

DISCLAIMER:

THIS MAP IS NOT INTENDED TO BE USED AS A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE WHITEWATER CREEKS AND RIVERS LISTED. NO MAP OR
‘GUIDE BOOK SHOULD EVER BE USED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR
EFFECTIVE SCOUTING AND/OR AN EXPERIENCED GUIDE. THE
DIFFICULTY (CLASS) OF THE STREAMS LISTED IS BASED ON
‘COMMON KNOWLEDGE AND IS NOT TO BE TAKEN AS THE
DEFINITIVE RATING. THE LISTED CLASS REPRESENTS THE
DIFFICULTY OF THE HARDEST AVERAGE RAPIDS - THERE MAY BE
ISOLATED HARDER RAPIDS (OR WATERFALLS) THAT FALL BEYOND
THIS RATING. REMEMBER EVEN EASY WHITEWATER CAN BE MADE
LETHAL BY FLOOD LEVEL WATER, FALLEN TREES OR MANY OTHER
VARIABLES.
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